Briggs Lake Chain Association

Remembering the past Improving the future, promoting the care, improvement, and general welfare of the
Briggs Lake Chain (Julia, Briggs, Rush, and Big Elk) and the adjoining and connecting watersheds

DECEMBER 2022 LAKE REPORT

THE PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Brad Kipp email: bradkippl@gmail.com cell: 612 810 6738
Happy Holidays,

| see on Facebook the lakes are frozen and some daring souls have ventured out on the ice. Please
be careful. They are not that safe yet.

Mark your calendars and save the date. ICE DAY on the chain is scheduled for Saturday, Feb 11th,
2023. The lakes will be frozen solid. Enjoy a day on Lake Julia and on Sunday, sit back and enjoy the
Super Bowl.

It is time to think of winter and enjoy the snow in Minnesota knowing, "It was a wonderful
summer at the lake". We enjoyed pontoon rides, towing kids on a tube around the
lake, fishing, sitting around the campfire, enjoying a sunrise or sunset on the deck,
watching the July 4th fireworks & boat parade, and more. The days start getting
longer on December 22nd.

We kick off the winter season with The Lighted Train on the Chain
on Saturday December 3rd. Always a fun event. A big THANKS to Robert
Sinclair, the founder and organizer of this event.

Volunteers are what make our lake association a very successful organization. Who
does all the work behind the scenes to make things happen? You do not need to
be a board member to participate. Here is a list and a THANKS to our 2022
volunteers who are not board members. We need more volunteers in 2023 to
continue the tradition. Please reach out to me or any board member if you want to
help.

Communications - Announcements, Facebook & Website:

THANKS to Ruth Thom & Pamela Simonson on Julia for being administrators of our
Facebook page. Another THANKS to David (Jake) for originating our
Facebook account and page & being an administrator.

THANKS to Gary Anderson and Mike Stacey on Big Elk for putting up the high-water
signs and other notices when needed. Gary also volunteers to pursue and write
grants to help survey and monitor the invasive weeds on Big Elk. This year the BLCA
was awarded various grants totaling about $4,500 for projects he worked on.
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THANKS to Mike Flanery on Julia for planning, getting the electronic sensors,
recording the data, and sharing the data on the TLID page of the
fluctuating water levels on the lakes.

Events & Programs:

THANKS to Forrest Brothen on Julia, the founder and organizer of Ice Day on the
Chain, and the dozens of volunteers involved putting that on.

THANKS to Ruth and Brad Thom on Julia for organizing the spring & fall Highway 25
cleanup of the ditches.

THANKS to Naomi & Victor Kimball for leading the boat parade on the upper 3 lakes
and to Gary Anderson on Big Elk.

THANKS to all the contestants who entered floats for the boat parade. The winners
of the board parades:

On Big Elk:
1st Prize $100
Boat #5. Freedom. Janet Deppa.

2nd Prize $75
Boat #7. Under The Sea. Deb Stacey.

3rd Prize $50
Boat #8. Mickey Mouse. Roberta Clifford.

Upper 3 lakes:

1st Prize $100
Boat # 8 Mermaid Pirate Ship. Jordan Maiers & Amanda Royseth

2nd prize $75
Boat #5 Mexico Fiesta. Terry O'Hara

THANKS to Mark Baker and his team on Briggs for doing all the setup and behind the
scenes organization to make the fireworks a success. This is a big job. What does the
team do? The BLCA owns a pontoon as a base for the show. We have it in storage.
The day before the show, they need to take it out of storage, check it over for safety
etc. The day of the show the team from RES PYRO, our fireworks vendor, brings the
stuff to the Briggs boat landing. Volunteers help assemble the cannon stands and
load the fireworks. RES PYRO runs the show. They are the ones on the boat for the
show. After the show volunteers help pack up and load their van. They secure the
pontoon at the boat landing overnight. The next morning, the put the pontoon back
in storage. We can't THANK Mark enough for doing this for so many years.




THANKS to everyone who donated their time in June to work at our annual Brat Sale
at McDonalds Meat Market. We don't have a 2023 date yet. It’s another great way
to have fun and meet new people. It takes a crew to work the four-hour shifts for 3
days. This year's income was the biggest in years.

THANKS to Lyf Titcomb & Shelly Alger-Peyton on Briggs for taking the lead and
managing our BLCA Palmer Day food booth. This is a huge group effort. Thanks to
the many volunteers that help with set up, cooking the food, serving and

cleanup. This is our biggest fundraiser of the year. We can always use more help. It
is a lot of fun working the booth with friends and neighbors. This year's income was
the best ever.

THANKS to Josie Zytkovbicz on Rush Lake and the Polkatooners. The fun float they
created was sponsored by the BLCA in the Palmer Day parade to promote
awareness of our organization to those not on our lakes.

THANKS to Walt Munsterman on Rush for organizing and managing our "Water
Quality Testing" program. This program is a joint effort of Palmer Township,
Sherburne Water Conservation District and the BLCA. Testing is done every two
weeks, from late spring to early fall, for water clarity, total phosphorus and
chlorophyll-A. The testers are BLCA volunteers. Palmer Township pays for the
testing. BLCA volunteers deliver the water samples to the Sherburne SWCD in Coon
Rapids to be analyzed. Charts and graphs of recent years can be found on the
website. | don't think the 2022 results are ready yet. They will be posted on the
website. The good news is our efforts are paying off. The lakes are slowly but surely
getting cleaner. Walt's team of testers includes two volunteers from each of the four
lakes. One tester from each lake is a backup. He might need some new testers for
next summer. Please contact Walt directly. If you don't have his contact info, you
can contact me. This is a HUGE THANK YOU to Walt for a job well done.

There are dozens and dozens of volunteers. Sorry | can't name every single person in
each category. All of us on the lakes appreciate the volunteer time and effort put

in by all involved. In January we will do our annual membership mailing. On the back
of the membership form is a section of volunteer opportunities.

Now THANKS to all of our board of director members who give their time and
energy to the Briggs Lake Chain Association. We will highlight their individual efforts
in my January letter.

Wishing you and your families a Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year.....oooeeeennns Brad

The lake association motto is: Remembering the Past - Improving the Future ...
promoting the care, improvement, and general welfare of the Briggs Lake Chain
(Julia, Briggs, Rush and Big Elk) and adjoining and connecting watersheds.

Thank You for being good stewards of our lakes and supporting the BLCA with your
membership donation.
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FINANCIALS THROUGH OCTOBER 2022

Income to date: 48,013.47 Expenses to date: 36,632.07

Operating checking: 15,013.68 Money market: 102,432.44 Outstanding deposit:  1,526.50

Total Cash: 118,972.62
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Healthy Lakes

Summary of the Healthy Lakes Meeting - Nov. 3, 2022
There were 8 residents in attendance. We discussed the following:

New HL Standards Procedures document

A new document with guiding principles for operating HL meetings was discussed. We discussed the purpose
of our group, how we want to conduct our meetings, the history and nature of the group, and made
recommendations for changing the document to better reflect its intent and the consensus of the group. The
revised document will be reviewed for approval at the December meeting.

Reports

Gentle Footprint Projects and Grants from Chuck - a final report for 2022 was submitted. 3 projects were
completed. 7 households have expressed interest in projects for 2023. Shelly Alger-Peyton will help coordinate
these projects with Chuck Heinemann next year.

Old Business

Charlene contacted the DNR about the Ten Things You Can Do to Protect Water Quality in Our
Lakes, Rivers, and Streams brochure and found out that we are welcome to reproduce it. We are
recommending that the BLCA include it in the annual mailing, the newsletter, and break it down to
send out a tip of the month via email and Facebook.

New Business
Ruth and Naomi proposed applying for the DNR’s No Child Left Inside (NCLI) mini-grant to bring area
students to the lake to learn about water safety, aquatic life exploration activities, and to be



introduced to non-motorized watercraft. We are recommending that the BLCA apply for the grant.
Ruth and Naomi are putting a proposed budget together and Rosalie will present the idea to the
board for approval to go ahead with the application, which is due Dec. 7.

Time ran short for discussing 2023 goals. Members are asked to review the current 2022 goals prior
to the December 1st HL meeting.

WATER TESTERS ON ALL 4 LAKES
Julia - Nancy and Tom Hahne

A backup is needed on Julia

Briggs - John Schnell

Backups are Naomi and Victor Kimball
Rush - Walt Munsterman

Back up is Steve Demeules

Big Elk — Gary Anderson

Backups are Barb and Darrell Tucker

Testing is done Monday after 4 pm or Tuesday before 10 am. Samples must be refrigerated if done on
Mondays. Walt will pick samples up at your home after 10 am. You can just leave the samples in the cooler by
your door. Walt will leave new bottles in the cooler when he picks up the samples. Labels must be filled out on
the bottles. Questions about water testing, call Walt Munsterman at 320-743-2416. His back up is John Schnell
and he can be reached at 320-743-4749

Welcoming a new board member:
Tom Nordin - Big Elk Lake

Tom and his wife Joyce purchased their cabin on Big Elk Lake in October of 2016. They
both grew up on smaller lakes and enjoy waterskiing, fishing and cruising on their
pontoon. They have been slowly trying to improve part of their 5 acre parcel adjacent
to their cabin but love the wilderness that the mostly unimproved rest of the parcel
provides.

Tom was interested in serving on the BLCA board to assist in the preservation of the
beautiful chain of lakes we all enjoy.

When not at the cabin in the summer, they enjoy their full-time residence in the
Martin Farms Development in Otsego, MN. Joyce is a dental professional and office
staff administrator for Prairie Dental in Eden Prairie. Tom is a property portfolio
manager for MBG Property Management in St. Louis Park, MN.



Since 2005 Tom has managed the Eden Prairie Center, Knollwood Mall, Albertville
Premium Outlet Center and most recently Crossroads Center in St. Cloud, for various
companies, including Brookfield and Simon Property Groups, two of the largest
commercial property companies in the United States. Tom is also a current licensed
real estate agent in both Minnesota and Florida and has been buying and selling real
estate since 2005.

Tom and Joyce’s favorite getaway has been the time spent with neighbors and friends
on the south side of Big Elk Lake.
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IGE DAY

ON THE CHAIN
SATURDAY, FEB 11, 2023
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FISHING REGISTRATION 11:30 am - 12:00 pm
Fishing Tournament 12:00 pm - 2:30 pm
Vintage Snowmobile Run 12:00 pm (! {

Pond Hockey, Hole In One Contest, Cornhole and more games...

=-u
| Il | | RL Vodka.Seltzer. Real Juice.

FREE BRATS AND CHIPS. CASH DONATIONS ARE APPRECIATED
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