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David Hillstrom
Senior Regional Manager
PLM Lake and Land Management Corp
Fish kills are very common at this time of the year. Landowners will often see them right after ice out and once the water starts to rapidly warm. As you may likely be aware, the last few weeks are major fish spawning times and the fish are generally not eating nearly as much and may become "weaker". The varying temperatures are also hard on them. The CLP treatment falls within this time frame, however, it is extremely unlikely that itwould have anything to do with a fish kill.

James Johnson of Freshwater Scientific is also copied to this message as he has a wealth of knowledge regarding fish kills during this time of the year. He is seeing it on the many lakes he is on. PLM is completing applications daily and also notice dead fish in the lakes at this time of the year prior to our applications.

It is possible that herbicide/algaecide treatments can significantly reduce dissolved oxygen in the lakes. If it is significant enough to kill fish, it is quite rapid, perhaps even several hours after treatment occurs. What's more, if there are concerns of fish kills from an herbicide/algaecide treatment there are usually thousands of dead fish. Sometimes enough to cover entire ponds or bays.

Again, it is extremely unlikely that the herbicide treatment has any role in some fish that have died over the last few days. I invite James to offer his thoughts as well.


James A. Johnson, MS
Aquatic Ecologist / Certified Lake Manager

Any reduction of oxygen resulting from treatment is due to the decay of the dying plants material. This is only a concern when treating very large areas of dense plants in lakes that don’t have much oxygen. In my professional opinion, the only area that would meet these criteria would be the bayou; I have absolutely no concern about any of the other treatment areas.

As for the fish kill you are seeing, it is almost certainly due to columnaris bacteria - very common this time of year in many lakes due to the timing of temperature rise and spawning (affects mostly panfish). Here is a link to the DNR’s fish kill and a few articles on columnaris in MN lakes.
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