
  Briggs Lake Chain Association  
 January 2025 Lake Report 

      The President’s Report                         

     Shelly Alger- Peyton          

     email: sdreimer@fronter.com         cell: 612 283 8362 

    Greetings & Happy New Year!!!  Though we started out 

December a little chilly and then an unseasonably warm up melting the snow & some of our ice, 

we know what happens in January here in Minnesota, it’s gotten a little colder and we get 

SNOW, SNOW and MORE SNOW. Hahahahaha I hope everyone had wonderful holidays and 

were able to enjoy quality time with family, friends and neighbors making memories.  

Watch your January 2025 mail for our annual BLCA Sponsorship mailing packet. 

You can complete/submit your form and payment online or via mail. 

If you know of any new property owners or have questions about renewing your previous 

sponsorship, please contact a BLCA committee member or myself so we can personally reach 

out and discuss membership details, water conservation and the various programs we have in 

place to protect our waterways through the BLCA and Health Lakes committees along with our 

TLID (Three Lake Improvement District). 

If you do not receive your BLCA Sponsorship packet by February 1st, please contact me for 

assistance. 

 

** Also, if you did not receive an application mailing for PLM’s Individual Aquatic Plant 

Management/Spraying and would like one as a new or returning customer, you can either 

contact PLM directly at 218-270-3338 or download an application from the main page of the 

BLCA website at www.briggslakechainassociation.com  

 

I would like to continue the BLCA’s tradition of the annual “SHOUT OUT & THANK YOU’s” to 

all our 2024 BLCA Board members and coordinators and acknowledge their contributions of 

time, materials and talent spent on behalf of us who love our lakes. 

Tom Nordin – BLCA Vice President, Event sign coordinator & Elk Lake representative 
Deb Stacey – BLCA co-Secretary & Elk Lake representative 
Adele Munsterman – BLCA co-Secretary, Sunshine mailing coordinator & Rush Lake 
representative 

Walt Munsterman – Water tester/transporter 
Robin Uchanski – Past BLCA Treasurer 

http://www.briggslakechainassociation.com/


Charrise Max – Current BLCA Treasurer & Rush Lake representative 
Brad Kipp – Past President, current Newsletter (The Lake Report) editor, membership mailing 
co- chair, Directory co-editor, Boat Parade co-chair and Briggs Lake representative 
Rosalie Musachio – Past President, Two Inlets Park committee BLCA representative & Briggs  

         Lake representative 
Margie Macaulay – Past Elk Lake representative 
Pete DeJongh – Briggs Lake representative and Boat Parade co-chair 
Dave Baugh – Briggs Lake representative and Boat Parade co-chair 
Bre Bauerly – Briggs Bayou Lake representative, Healthy Lakes co-chair, BLCA Website   

editor, Gentle Footprint/Healthy Lakes Plant Bank/Lake Steward programs 
co-chair, membership mailing & McDonald’s Meats fundraiser co-chair 

Brad Thom – Lake Julia representative & Hwy 25 cleanup co-chair 
Ruth Thom – Healthy Lakes co-chair, Lake Steward co-chair, Hwy 25 cleanup co-chair, BLCA 
grant   writer, Facebook editor, Healthy Lakes website editor, membership mailing,                    

           Instagram editor & Lake Julia representative 
Scott Ruiter – Water tester, BLCA grant writer, High-Water sign coordinator & Elk Lake  

            representative 
Chuck Heinemann – Gentle Footprint & Healthy Lakes Plant bank co-chair and BLCA Newsletter  

          “We Remember” co-writer 
Kenzie Phelps - BLCA Newsletter “We Remember” co-writer 
Dave Jacobsen – Facebook editor & BLCA newsletter backup 
Doug Solem – Website TLID editor 
Lyf Titcomb – BLCA Food Booth co-chair 
Forrest Brothen – Ice Day on the Chain Coordinator 
Robert Sinclair – Lighted Train on the Chain parade coordinator 
Gary Anderson – Elk Lake grant writer, Elk Lake Boat Parade chair & Elk Lake High-Water sign  

    coordinator 
Shelly Alger-Peyton – current BLCA President, COLA representative & COLA Executive member,  
 BLCA Food Booth co-chair, Facebook editor, membership mailing co-chair                               
volunteer coordinator, Ice Day co-chair and Gentle Footprint/Healthy Lakes Plant Bank 
coordinator. 

Generating this “thank you” list can be a little tricky, so please do not be 
offended if I missed someone, it is not intentional, and I apologize in 
advance if I missed you. We so appreciate ANYONE & EVERYONE’S time 
and talent that has volunteered in any capacity. INCLUDING, ALL of our 
amazing volunteers throughout 2024 who helped with the Palmer Day 
BLCA food booth, Palmer Day parade float, Boat Parade 

entries/registration/judging/parade leads, fireworks, water testing, grant writing, Hwy 25 
ditch cleanup, ice fishing/ice out cleanup, high water sign posting, Ice Day on the Chain and 
the many other events the BLCA is involved in. This non-profit would NOT be possible without 
EACH AND EVERY volunteer!!!! 
I look forward to volunteering alongside you to conserve our waterways in 2025!!!! 

                         - Shelly 



Upcoming Winter/Spring events around The Chain & 
Palmer: Ice Day on the Chain  

 Saturday, February 8th, watch the BLCA Facebook page for 
details.  VOLUNTEERS NEEDED for setup on Feb. 7th later 
afternoon and Clean-up on Feb. 9th at 9am 
 

 Contact Shelly to sign up!!!! 
 

McDonald’s Meats Pork Chop/Brat fundraiser – May/June TBD,  

 

 Spring Garage Sale weekend – May TBD, watch the BLCA 

Facebook page for details. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Watch your January 2025 mail for our annual BLCA Sponsorship mailing packet. 



You can complete/submit your form and payment online or via mail. 



 



REMINDERS:  

➢ We are ALWAYS in need of additional BLCA committee 

members/lake representatives on all our 4 lakes (Briggs, Elk, 

Julia and Rush). We are always looking for enthusiastic 

volunteers, fresh ideas and solutions to continue our water 

conservation to heal our lakes and evolve with the ever-

changing environment. 

 

➢ The BLCA is still in need of Palmer Directory editor(s) to join the editing/advertising 

team. 

 

➢ Please plan on attending your monthly BLCA meetings at the Palmer Townhall, on the 

2nd Saturday of each month at 8:30am. To learn about and assist with water 

conservation, enriching activities and fellowship. NEXT MEETING: Saturday, January 11th 

at 8:30am. 

 

➢ See www.briggslakechainassociation.com for all committee meeting details for your 

BLCA & Healthy Lakes committee’s and the TLID Board. As well as, previous meeting 

minutes, water testing results/details, budget documents, upcoming events and tips and 

tricks for seasonal lake conservation. 

 

➢ ALSO look for informative posts on our BLCA Facebook page and the 

BLCA on Instagram. 

 

BLCA - BRIGGS LAKE CHAIN ASSOCIATION 

Goals & Objectives for 2025 
  

1. Budget & Financial - Treasurer – Charisse Max 

a. Manage a balanced budget. 

b. Present and review budget at monthly board meetings. 

c. At the August general meeting present budget for upcoming calendar year. 

 

2.  Fund Raising Events - BLCA Committee members               

a. Palmer area directory – Dave Maiers 

- Publish and distribute 2024 directory by May 31st. 

b.   McDonalds Meats Brat/chop sale cookout - Bre Bauerly 

       - Request a date for our booth.  NEED co-chair 

       - Shelly Alger-Peyton, our volunteer coordinator, schedule volunteers to work. 

http://www.briggslakechainassociation.com/


c.  Palmer Day Food Booth – co-chairs Lyf Titcomb & Shelly Alger-Peyton 

- Pre-plan, manage, organize & recruit volunteers to work event, Sept. 14, 2024 

                                           

3. Membership – Co-Secretaries for 2024-2026 – Deb Stacey & Adele Munsterman & 

 BLCA Committee Members             

a.    Manage January mailing to approximately 650 area residents. 

 - Mailing to include cover letter, membership forms including request for  

    volunteers. 

 - Mail BLCA signs & receipts to members who paid sponsorship dues. 

 - Maintain and update master membership list & spreadsheet. 

b.    Promote membership to meet goal of 250 member minimum and promote   

           membership on social media websites, Facebook, BLCA website, Instagram.   

d.     Promote and participate in board/committee members door knocking to                                                                 

neighbors to gain members. 

e.    Give “Welcome Packets” to area realtors to promote BLCA sponsorship 

/conservation during property showings/open houses. 

f.   NEW FOR  2025   Host /Plan 4 Membership Get-Together Meetings with 

guest speakers and/or presentations during   summer months; May, July, July & 

August.  

4.  Marketing BLCA to area residents 

a. The Lake Report newsletter – Brad Kipp. Publish via email 12 monthly newsletters.   

b. Facebook – Shelly Alger-Peyton/Dave Jacobsen/Ruth Thom. Manage Facebook     

     postings & members, post relevant articles & promote BLCA events and conservation 

     efforts/programs.                                           

c. BLCA Website – Bre Bauerly & Doug Solem - Keep website & other tabs updated and 

current. 

d. Instagram – Ruth Thom – Post relevant videos about conservation efforts/programs. 

e. January Membership mailing – Brad Kipp, Secretary and committee members. 

 

5. Water Conservation efforts & Education - BLCA Committee members   

a. Promote involvement of committee members in approved and agreed upon 

conservation programs. 

b. Volunteer to assist with various project and/or conservation events throughout the 

year. 

c. Promote the release of educational materials, via approved signage, social media, 

brochures, mailings, door knocking, etc. 

d. Research new conservation programs to participate in. 

 

BLCA Mission statement: Remembering the Past - Improving the Future - Promoting the Care, 

Improvement, and General Welfare of the Briggs Lake Chain (Julia, Briggs, Rush and Big Elk) and 

adjoining and connecting watershed. 



Editor’s note: Below is a repeat from the December newsletter.  
 
PLM Lake and Land Management Corp is the Company the BLCA and TLID (Three 
Lake Improvement District) which both organizations use for weed control of 
invasive species.  The TLID manages and pays for weed control in the Upper Three Lakes. 

Funds are generated from the TLID portion lake shore property owners pay on their Sherburne 
County tax statements.  The BLCA manages weed control for shoreline properties in all four 
lakes. The individual property owners pay for weed spraying on their shorelines.   
 
PLM mailed the 2025 Aquatic Plant Management cover letter and form to everyone who used 
their services in 2024. Every year several properties change hands.  At the end of this 
newsletter is the cover letter and form if you didn’t get one in the mail. 
 

Editor’s note:  I was curious how many properties use PLM for shoreline spraying so I reached 

out to Kristy. Here is her email reply:   

 
Hi Brad, 
We’ve observed an increase in the number of properties treated since the initiation of the project in 

2022 through the current treatment year (2024). Below is the breakdown of properties treated across 

the four lakes: 

Lake 2022  2024  

Briggs 40 43 

Julia 20 27 

Rush 7 9 

Big Elk 6 0 

The numbers are accurate, reflecting a net increase in treated properties. Winter and spring 

conditions contributed to excess weed growth across the state, which created additional challenges 

this year. We worked diligently to manage the growth, but unfortunately, we didn’t receive any 

feedback from BLCA homeowners regarding concerns about the effectiveness of the treatment. 
Please let me know if you have any questions or need further clarification. 
Best, 
Kristy Hoge      email:    mnadmin@plmcorp.net 
PLM Lake and Land Management 
Minnesota - Brainerd Region 
(218) 270-3338 Ext. 3003 
 
Editor’s note #2: Kristy is our contact. Reach out to her any time you have questions. 
The forms and letters at the end of the newsletter have been reduced in size to fit our 
newsletter format. If you want full size pages let Kristy know. She can email them to 
you. 
 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


