August 7, 2025 Healthy Lakes Meeting Summary
5 members in attendance

Update from BLCA board
e Discussed 2026 budget
e \olunteers needed for Palmer Day food booth

TLID Update
e Annual meeting is Sat. Aug. 16th at 10 am
e Proposed assessment is 74.00/yr for 2026
e Purple Loosestrife has been cleared from the bayou and the Rush Lake point
thanks to Bob Sass, Mike Flannery, and Lakeshore Restorations. 10 properties
on the south end of Briggs have been identified with additional Purple
Loosestrife. Bre will prepare a flyer explaining how invasive they are and how to
properly dispose of them. Bob will deliver them to the homes. Ruth will share the
info on Facebook and get it to Brad for the newsletter.
Alum Grant
e Grant application process is being restructured. We can apply next year for a two
year grant.
Carp Management
e This year’s grant funds were delayed, but have now been approved so work will
still start this year to place a trap (one rather than 3) to tag Carp for required
research on spawning and movement patterns before we can receive grant funds
for removal.
Plant Bank update
e Most of the money has been allocated. There are a few residents who have
expressed an interest in accessing the remaining plant funds.
Gentle Footprints update
e Lake Steward evaluators met with a property owner who might be interested in a
grant for next year.
Lake Steward update
e Boat tours of Lake Steward properties took place on Big Elk and on the Upper
Three last month. Information was shared with those who attended.
e 4 properties have been evaluated this year. Two have been awarded Lake
Steward status.
Water Testing update
e Scott is taking over for Walt
e A backup tester is needed for Briggs for next summer
e Water was clearer than usual up until the 4th of July weekend. Clarity has
dropped significantly since then.



New business
Wake Boat report

e Discussion was held regarding the newest information from the U of M wake boat
study on the damages to lake bottoms when wake boats are used in shallow
waters (studies done in 9 ft and 14 ft showed significant disruption of sediments
and phosphorus release)

e Recommendation that the board or township sponsor a community forum before
the next boating season to discuss this information—specifically focusing on wake
boat impact on water quality. Invite boat owners, boat sellers, DNR, U of M,
township, SWCD, lake residents, etc. to give their perspectives.

e One idea from the group was to create a color-coded map with recommended
areas best for wake boats. Shelly will find out how other lakes within the COLA
are responding to this new report.

Lake History boat tour

e \We received a suggestion to offer a boat tour to share historical information
about the lakes. The HL committee will share this idea with the BLCA, as it
doesn’t fall under our mission.



