October 2025 HL Meeting Summary

5 members in attendance

BLCA Board update

Working on scheduling James Johnson of Freshwater Scientific as speaker next year

TLID update

At the last meeting Palmer township supervisors expressed concern regarding the TLID

not focusing enough attention on water stabilization issues

A new TLID board member was elected—Nathan Bauerly. Nate has expertise in the area

of water stabilization

Carp update

The carp were not eating much corn after the first time the traps were tripped and carp

collected for chipping, but that has improved somewhat and the nets were being tripped
Thursday night for a second collection on Friday.

It was also noted that they are recording some of the chipped carp entering the trap on

Rush, which has a solar operated monitor.

Carp Solutions will be using the tagged fish to learn migratory patterns for planning our
next management steps.

Lake Steward update

Ruth will be presenting at the Sherburne County commissioners meeting on the 21st.
We hope they will accept the Lake Steward award and be willing to post signs at the
park entrance and on shore.
Evaluators will be going to two properties next week.
5 additional signs have been ordered—enough for the Garbergs, the park and one
additional property. If they have not arrived before the county commissioners meeting,
Ruth will bring her sign. We also discussed that Lake Stewards can receive the award
and choose not to display a sign.
Over the winter, we will work on putting together a card that we can leave with people
after evaluators visit a property

o thanking them for taking the time to go through the app with us

o giving them their Lake Steward score, and then noting the positives on their

property, as well as giving suggestions for other stewardship practices for them to
consider.

MLR has asked for the name and emails of our Lake Stewards. Ruth will contact the
stewards and ask for their permission to share their email and at the same time, ask for
their input on some of our ideas for Lake Steward gatherings next year.
Discussion was held regarding potential Lake Steward gatherings in 2026 with the
purpose of networking between our Lake Stewards and providing information to those
who might be interested. Possibly a wine and cheese night or dessert bar at our Feb. 5th



meeting, and/or a Lake Steward event on May 2nd to include muffins and mimosas, a
plant giveaway and a speaker/info on the Lake Steward program.

e We are working on determining Lake Steward data for our lakes—percentage of property
owners identified, percentage of total lakeshore, etc... Our goal is 15%. Two Inlets Park
is one third of Big Elk Lake. We currently have 15 properties over the 4 lakes.

Plant Bank update
e There is $220 left in the account, which will be used to pre-purchase plants at this year’s
prices for next year’'s May giveaway.

Water Testing update

e Continues through this month

e Results of 2025 AIS Survey by Freshwater Scientific:
“During the 2025 surveys, we did not find any new AIS or any areas of EWM in the
northern three lakes of the chain (Briggs, Julia, or Rush; map on page 3). This indicates
that the past management of EWM in Rush Lake has provided excellent long-term
control of the previously identified EWM patches and has kept EWM from expanding into
Briggs and Julia. Although we did not find any new AIS during the 2025 search, zebra
mussels, starry stonewort, and flowering rush are actively spreading to new lakes in
Minnesota. Accordingly, ongoing inspections and prevention measures at the public boat
access sites should be continued or enhanced to reduce the potential for new
infestations.

Keep It Clean Grant
e We'd like to take advantage of these funds for education.
e Bre will find out if we could use them to purchase more Lake Steward signs, MLR
booklets, or other options



